
LIFESPAN
7-9 years  PRAIRE DOGS

Prairie dogs are a species of ground squirrel native to North America. The most common species seen as 
pets are black-tailed prairie dogs. Prairie dogs are very social animals, living in large colonies in the wild.
This tends to make them affectionate and social pets in captivity. Average lifespan in captivity is 7-9 years.

INTRODUCTION

HAY
• The majority of a prairie dog’s diet should be timothy hay, which should be available at all times. 

PELLETS
• High quality timothy-based pellets without added seeds or dried fruits may also be offered in small 
   quantities.

TREATS 
• Appropriate treats for prairie dogs include rodent block, fresh greens, or very small pieces of fresh 
   vegetables.

• Some prairie dogs also enjoy occasional insects (crickets, meal worms) for enrichment.

DIET

• All prairie dogs should have annual physical exams.
• Many owners elect to neuter and spay their prairie dogs to avoid hormonal aggression when they are 
   mature. 
 - These procedures are typically done in the first fall of their lives.
• Prairie dogs are prone to dental pro blems that can result in difficulty breathing. 
 - Any prairie dog that is having problems breathing should be evaluated by a veterinarian as soon 
   as possible.

 

RECOMENDED VETERINARY CARE



LIFESPAN
8-12 years

• The minimum cage size for one prairie dog should be 24” x 24” x 30”, though the bigger the enclosure 
   the better. 
• Ideally, the enclosure should have solid walls, as prairie dogs are known for chewing on cage bars and 
   damaging their teeth. 
• If this isn’t possible, prairie dogs kept in cages with bars should be provided with variable chewing toys to 
  prevent bar chewing. 
 - Chew toys can include cardboard and wood boxes, wooden chew toys, or non-toxic, pesticide-free 
   wood branches. 
• The cage should have a solid bottom and be lined with recycled paper bedding. 
 - Wood shaving should be avoided, as they may contain respiratory and skin irritants and (in some 
   cases) liver toxins.
• Supervision is essential when your prairie dog is out of the cage, because they have been known to destroy
   furniture and chew electrical wires.
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