
AVERAGE LIFESPAN
10-30 years          SNAKE

Species of pet snakes originate from most regions of the world.  Some snakes are strictly ground-
dwelling or burrowing (Kenyan sand boas, Western hognose) while others are partially or fully 
arboreal (emerald tree boa). Ball pythons are one of the most popular pet snakes, reaching no more
than 4 feet long, are more active at night and are semi-arboreal. Commonly kept pet snakes can grow 
up to 3-4 feet long and live anywhere from 10-30 years. Kenyan sand boas rarely exceed 2 feet.

INTRODUCTION

• In the wild, these species typically consume small rodents or other mammals, small birds, eggs, or even 
   smaller amphibians/reptiles. In captivity, some can be finicky eaters, so offering alternating types of prey 
   can be beneficial. During shedding periods, snakes may refuse food. 

• It is recommended to feed younger snakes every 7-10 days, offering pinky or fuzzy mice or something 
   comparable in size.  Adults can be fed every 2-4 weeks depending on the size of their prey items.
 
• Since snakes eat whole animals, vitamin/mineral supplements are not required. We recommend that prey 
   items be frozen and thawed, as live prey pose a threat of injury to your snake. It is best to feed your snake 
   in a separate enclosure that is empty, dark, and quiet, to have best success at feeding and decrease any 
   aggression during normal handling and cleaning of the enclosure.

• Garter snakes primarily eat fish and earthworms, and occasionally small rodents.

DIET

SALMONELLA
As is the case for all reptiles, snakes may carry Salmonella without showing symptoms. We recommend not
washing animal supplies in the kitchen and washing hands after handling.
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• Enclosures should be as large as possible with adequate ventilation.  Smaller snakes can do well in a 10
   gallon enclosure, but adults/larger snakes should be housed in a 30 gallon or larger enclosure. Very large
   snakes like red tailed boas may require custom-built enclosures. Ensure openings are securely fastened, as 
   snakes are prone to escaping through even the smallest of openings. Semi & fully arboreal snakes will 
   need branches on which to climb.

• Substrate: We recommend newspaper, reptile carpet, or tile, as particulate substrates pose a risk of 
   impaction if ingested and are difficult to keep clean. Spot-clean daily and completely change every 1-2 
   weeks to prevent accumulation of mold and bacteria from feces and urine.

• Temperature: Most snakes do well with a range of 80°F on the cool end and 90-95°F under the basking 
   spot, but specific requirements vary by species. Night time temperature should not drop below 75°F. Use 
   a ceramic bulb or other night time heat bulb to warm the tank at night. We don’t recommend heating pads
   or heat rocks due to the risk of burns.
 
• UVB Light: Snakes do not require UVB lighting when on an appropriate diet, but some species have been 
   shown to be able to use it to make Vitamin D.

• Humidity: Most snakes need only moderate enclosure humidity with a high humidity “micro-climate” of a 
   dish large enough to soak in. Check water sources often and change frequently to prevent growth of
   bacteria after defecation. Arboreal or tropical snakes (emerald tree boa) need higher enclosure humidity 
   around 80-90%, which can be achieved with a misting system.

HOUSING

• Annual physical exam is recommended for all snakes.

• Common illnesses include difficulty shedding (often a humidity issue), stomatitis (“mouth rot”), respiratory 
   disease, and internal or external parasites.

• As is the case for all reptiles, snakes may carry Salmonella without showing symptoms, so we recommend 
   not washing bowls and cage furniture in the kitchen and washing hands after handling.

RECOMENDED VETERINARY CARE


