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Adult male tarantulas of most species have a distinct hook on the bottom of the third segment (from the tip)
of each front walking leg.  Also, adult males have mating structures that appear as small swellings at the
ends of the arm-like appendages (the pedipalps) at the front of the spider. Mature and almost mature 
females have a "cliff" on the bottom of the abdomen, near its base.  Female tarantulas can live up to 20
years, but males live significantly shorter lives

INTRODUCTION

Housing can be anything from a small plastic terrarium to a large glass aquarium with a screen lid.  The 
enclosure should have a lid to keep the tarantula from escaping and injuring itself.  3-5 inches of a good 
substrate should be placed on the bottom.  Appropriate substrates include commercially available tarantula or
reptile soil-type substrates or a mixture of potting soil and peat moss.  If you are going to use the potting 
soil/peat moss mixture, be sure to use products that do not contain fertilizer or pesticides, as these can be 
dangerous to the tarantula.  A piece of flat wood leaned up against the side of the aquarium or a flower pot 
on its side and partially buried in the substrate make good spots for the tarantula to have some privacy and 
burrow.  The enclosure should be spot cleaned frequently to remove dead prey.  The substrate should be 
replaced and the entire enclosure cleaned every 6 months. Terrestrial, or ground dwelling, tarantulas prefer
more ground space and a deeper substrate.  Arboreal, or tree dwelling, tarantulas need taller enclosures 
with something to climb.

Most tarantulas will need a temperature of 70°-85°F and humidity between 60% and 80%. These ranges may
vary based on the species and breed.  Maintaining appropriate heat and humidity will keep your tarantula’s
immune system functioning properly, thereby making him more resistant to diseases, and will make molting
easier.  Ways to increase humidity in the enclosure include a water dish with a large surface area, misting 
the tank with water, or partially covering the lid.

Tarantulas will feel more comfortable if they are not handled often or at all.  In addition, tarantulas can be 
easily injured from mishandling or from a fall.  All tarantulas are venomous; however, bites from tarantulas 
are extremely rare.  Several species of tarantulas have urticating (itch-causing) hairs that can be kicked off by
the spider using its back legs into your skin.  These hairs usually cause mild itching and rashes, but can cause 
more serious problems if gotten into the eyes.  For this reason it is important to wash your hands after 
handling the tarantula.  For times when you must move your tarantula (such as cleaning the enclosure), one of
 the easiest ways is to place a small container in the tank and herd the tarantula into it.  Then cover the 
container until you are finished.  When it is time to replace the tarantula, simply place the container In the 
enclosure, remove the lid, and allow the tarantula to come out on its own.   

    

CAPTIVITY REQUIREMENTS



Tarantulas have exoskeletons that have to be shed and replaced as the tarantula grows. Young tarantulas
can molt as often as once per month. Molting generally takes a few hours for an adult tarantula. It is a 
very stressful time for tarantulas, and as such, it is important for them to molt in a quiet and peaceful  
environment. One sign of an impending molt is loss of appetite for a few days to a week. Another sign is 
a darkening in color. Tarantulas usually molt while laying on their sides or backs. The new exoskeleton is  
soft and fragile, and it will harden over the next few days. Any prey items in the enclosure should be   
removed and new prey should not be offered for at least 1 week after a molt. If the fangs are black and 
shiny again, the tarantula is ready to eat. If he is unable to complete the molting process, it is most likely 
because the humidity is too low in the enclosure. To increase the humidity, you can mist the surrounding 
 enclosure with water. Do not mist the tarantula directly, as this could injure the soft new exoskeleton.

CAPTIVITY REQUIREMENTS

Difficulty molting: The most common cause for a tarantula that is having difficulty molting is dehydration. The 
humidity in the enclosure should be increased by the methods described above. If the molt has not been 
completed after 1 day, contact your veterinarian.

Traumatic injuries: Tarantulas are easily injured, especially from a fall. This can occur if the tarantula falls off 
a branch or piece of wood in the tank or if the tarantula falls out of your hands.  You should contact your 
veterinarian immediately.

Mites: Mites are small external parasites.  Mites occur most frequently when there is poor ventilation in the
enclosure and prey is left in the tank for longer than 24 hours at a time.  

Injury from prey: Prey can injure the tarantula if left in the enclosure during a molt. For this reason all prey 
should be removed at the first signs of a molt and new prey shouldn’t be fed for at least 1 week after the molt.

RECOMENDED VETERINARY CARE

  TARANTULA LIFESPAN
10-20 years

DIET
Crickets, mealworms, grasshoppers, and moths are some commonly available foods for tarantulas. Larger 
tarantulas can be fed pinkie mice in addition to the above items. Tarantulas should be fed 1-2 times per 
week.  Uneaten prey should be removed from the tank after 24 hours. If your tarantula is in the process of
molting, all prey items should be removed as they can injure the tarantula during this vulnerable time. All 
tarantulas need a source of drinking water. A wide shallow water dish is a good way to both provide water 
and increase the humidity in the enclosure. 


