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• Leopard geckos are ground-dwelling lizards native to the highlands of Asia/India and are popular
   pets in the United States.

• They are crepuscular (active at dawn and dusk), have movable eyelids, and cannot climb up 
   smooth surfaces like other geckos.
 
• The typical lifespan of leopard geckos in captivity is 7-10 years, with occasional individuals living 
   into the teens.
 
• Adult size is generally 6-8 inches in length.

INTRODUCTION

• Insects: Leopard geckos should be fed a variety of live insects such as crickets, Dubia roaches, 
   and various worms.
 o Insects should be dusted with just before feeding, and you should only feed as many insects
            as your lizard can eat in 10-15 minutes. 
 o Feed juveniles daily and adults 2-3 times a week.

• Supplements: Leopard geckos require supplemental calcium and pre-formed Vitamin A. 
 o Most owners prefer to use a single product that includes both, such as Repashy’s Calcium 
    Plus and ZooMed’s Reptivite. 
 o These products should be used in accordance with the instructions on the bottle to avoid
    over- or under-dosing.

DIET

SALMONELLA
As is the case for all reptiles, geckos may carry Salmonella without showing symptoms. We recommend not
washing animal supplies in the kitchen and washing hands after handling.



• Enclosures: Leopard geckos are solitary and should be housed alone in 10 gallon (for juveniles)
   to 20 gallon (for adults) tanks with screen tops. 
 o Rarely juvenile or female geckos can be housed together, but only if adequate space and 
    hiding areas are provided.

• Substrate: We recommend newspaper, reptile carpet, or tile, as particulate substrates pose a 
   risk of impaction if ingested, irritation if gets in eyes, and are difficult to keep clean.
 o It is important to provide multiple hides, with one having higher humidity (see below). 
 o Spot-clean daily and completely change every week to prevent accumulation of mold
            and bacteria.

• Temperature: The range should be 75-85°F on the cool side and 85-95°F in the basking area. 
 o Night time temperature should not drop below 75°F. 
 o Use a ceramic bulb or other night time heat bulb to warm the tank at night. 
 o We don’t recommend heating pads or heat rocks due to the risk of burns.
 
• UVB Light: Unlike some other reptiles, leopard geckos do not require UV light. However, some 
   studies show a few hours of low-intensity UVB may be beneficial.

• Humidity: Provide a high humidity “micro-climate” with a hide that contains wet paper towel, a 
   wet sponge, or sphagnum moss. 
 o Additionally, a shallow dish large enough to soak in can be provided. 
 o Check and clean water sources often to prevent growth of bacteria after defecation. 

HOUSING
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• Annual physical exam is recommended for all lizards. 
• Leopard geckos store water, fat, and nutrients in their tails. 
 o However, they can lose their tails during periods of stress or defense, so never pick a gecko 
    up by the tail. If this happens, the tail can grow back, but geckos are more susceptible to 
            disease and infection during this time.
• Illnesses include difficulty shedding, metabolic bone disease, stomatitis (“mouth rot”), and trauma. 
 o Females are prone to reproductive problems, and your vet may recommend spaying, 
    especially if your gecko has laid eggs or had reproductive problems in the past.

VETERINARY CARE
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